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LETTERS FROM SOLDIERS AT

HOME AND ABROAD

Tells of Fight at Chateau Thierry,

In the appended lotter (o hin sisier,
Verno. Johnston of Sldnay describes
his experipnces In the baltle of Cha.
‘tean SThierry;

Semewhere in PFrance, July 7.
Dear Man, Dan and Babies:

I am feeling pretty well again and
petling alopg niecely. 1 walked turee
or four steps yeslerday and wial glad
to get back In bed, Slling up lodag
is & treal to one who hag been in bed
80. days, 1 was wounded a mouth ago
todny. 1 experieneed three hemor
rhages, ta within an hour's thne, al)l
of which added greatly lo my undo
ing. My arm Jg still—bulleis wen!
thru my left elbow and the Dbicep
muscle underneath the arm I8 gone
Arm took a right angle position whe
first hit, nnd has never been in auny
olher position since, bul by muassugen
and bresking the adhesion no doub
will be In good working order agaip
soon,

We had gulie s little encounter uf
Chatenu Thictry the first of June. ]
really do not like to wrile nboug it
The circumsinnces surrounding such
an affalr are good (hings lo forget,
Wo had o war time for scven daye
#nd nights, Rushed up while  thr
boclies were sdvancing; after havine
chocked them all along the line w
came to blows and the Germans went
ek four kilometers, Thay ure back
a great deat farther thad Lhaty now
as the hoys have been making it mis
erable for thetn ever since. We rar
into n gteel wall of Germay machin
gun bullels and It was hard golog
but by gallant and guick actlon wi
hrolte thru. Provious lo this we ye
pulsed Gorman attacks thrown on w
in mass formution, all open warlar
sud no tronches whatever, fightine
laking place night and day. Als

fonte nar e Hallaans  wnneds Niran

&erm} sight

vonid 0 U'aris.  klave experlenced fou
night air ralds since I have been ir
Paris. '

Chateaus Thiorry Is quite a histort
enl place. 1L i8 a town of swbout 7,00
on top of a hill, At the foot flow the
walers of the Marne:  TT6& chateau
was huill by Charles Martel, grand
fither of Charlomagoe, In 720, The
biwe of the tower can still be scen
where Simple Churles was held g o
prisoner, In the 14th century tls
English téok this position Chates
Thierry, from the Fremch, In the
first half of the 16 cenmrﬁ u_ QGear
man army undor Charleg V whipped
Francls 1, king of France's army, and
took Chateay Thierry. ‘The last aulf
of the 16th century Spuniards enterod
France as allies o tha Catholicy and
slnughtered the Hugonols here in the
wars of rellgion. 'Then In tha 18th
century the greatest and wost des-
pegute battle of all wars was foughs
when Boglagd, Russia, Prussia, the
German slates, Spaln, Portugal, Swe-
den and Austrie formed an alllans:
against  Napoleon  ang Chatouy
fhierry was inken and Napoleon ex.
flod to Wiba, In 1018, about 100 yeats
later, it war tnken by the Germanus
and abour a weok after lhey bad it,
il was yotaken by the U, 8. marines
Sp it hag beep tho (delejed)

1 have spent time In the blank) ye-
gion and -al (blank) where so many
of Germany's irajned troops net de
feal in 1914, Aboup 7RO [oughl
around 1his Bill at that Ume—won-



We are trealed splendldly st the
hosplial,  Knlcknaeks nve brought in
to us almost every afternooun by the
Red Cross,  Supplicd wiih ¢igareys
nll the time, books ung magazines aes
plentiful, 1 pever exporienced sued
= ehnuga In omy lfe, We had been
expariencing hargd service for a lopz
thue, and (0 be rushod back (o {he
hospitad wheve everylring was in fivet
vinss shape was beyond our Imagins-
tlon. Vietrolus were golnyg, cigarels
banded oy by the nurses angd m‘ory

hady  arewenaia Gaolitid ve aleeas .

lnee and hands washad by the nurses.
had oceasion to tnke off our ok, dir.
¥, bloody clothes and get a good
bath, You cannot vealize the pxperk-
ence, In the fray 1 lost overy blossed
thing possessed-—aquipment, clothes,
event my wrist watel, Tho left slde
of my coat wag torn off of me, my
Hi&ii:t was riddied to strips, You can
dmagine whiy the bagtlefield was lke
to be occupiod with ail such gurmonts,
logethar with dend, wounded and dy-
Ing. The artllery operation wad
ridiculous for a humgn being to be
around, gas shells by tha thousands.
but in spite of it al] (he Americansg
clung to thelr objective, which wans
vogreal loxs Lo thy Germans, alsg a
Burprisa, The German olticers to}t
thefr men they had nothing to fenr
'!mm the Americans, as  they wers
fiery and net on to this wnr game,
bul one of the Germnan priconers that
hag heen.broyght.oyer from tiye Rus.

— slan front sald he had never seen -

such awful fghting us that It was
band io hand und charging for ma.
chlne gun emplncemeonts. The Ger
man prisoncrs were hrought back (0
the Amerlcan Hnes in all numbem
trom one lo 75 in a detall. 'This will
give you nn lden of what we have
teen going thru, Yon no -doum res
celved more information thry the pu-
pers. VERNE,
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Lowis Prather & in receipt of the
tollowlng lettern from his nephews,
Private Perry L. Werls and SBergeant
Menl, both In France: _

July 7, 1918,
Dear Unela and All:

WwWell, 1 have nol heard from jyou
sinca [ hit this place over here

These few lines fenvey overy onae
aver O, K, as fur a8 | know any thing
ubont the rest of the boys.

1 huve not scen James it since wo
left Logan. 1 don't know whether heo
ever got to como over herg or not,
bhut | suppose he dhd :

Well, there Is nol very much a do-
Ing at the'present Umeo whero we are
naw, bl 1 suppose there will be be-
fore Tong or at fruast | hope so,

The peodle over hero sura  Tiva
Tunny to what they do back In the
states, Hach house han got # cow
buyrn, & horse barn, chickes house and
1 shoop and gost barw, al In one.
Some smell arount i, belleve me,

The crops look Ane over  here,
what there oo of them. Thera ara
pol very much ralsed whore wa are
ft. There ure & lot of chorries and
grapes vamwed around here. And Lhe
wing, thern ls enough of thal made (o
flood the United Stales and 1t ig all
they Jdyrink- heore, . When thoy zo lo
work they take w jug of it with them
ltke we do waler baelr  there. You
nevor sce them tako o drinke of watn

OEUTT YOUU B JRper 1y 3 princo
here close to whers we are. ‘Vhare
Is not very much war news in It, bul
1 thooght you would 1ike Lo scoe onc
ol them. '

How ix everyone gefling along back
there by now, all able to eal  and
deink? : i

Well there Is not much (o writle
about, for you ecan't say ail you want
Ll any more.

Wil close, hoping {o hear from you
soon.

Your tenly,
Pvl. Porry 1. Werls
Baltery B, 124bh . A, Anmerlean £
F., vit New York
July, 1918,

Dear Wncle snd Pamily:

Yours of May 25lh recelved soveral
days ngo and very glad to hear from
you. Not much unusual nows {o
write about except that we |have
moved again, Aboul (200 mile trip
by truck traln and to new asector and
not near ao comforiable as op the
ensl slde,  Much warmer than up in
Lorveaine foothiils, -

France i going to have  heavy
gratn crop and all vegelables and
truck farms look fAne. Hope  the
slutes have bumper crops.

Looks to me litke long war. What
o vou think about (t? 'The marines
up north of ua have glven the Boche
R taste of Summies' gril though.

Sinceraly your,
?&'T’M- - -

Bdzar.
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